
Since our last newsletter, children with 
autism spectrum disorders took center 

stage for an entire week thanks to an NBC 
special titled “Autism, the Hidden Epidemic.” 
This series brought national attention to the 
alarming increase in Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD) among children. Newsweek
magazine published a cover story article in 
February 2005 highlighting the importance of 
early diagnosis and treatment. The article 
informed a national audience of readers 
about the startling statistic that one in every 
166 children is diagnosed with an autism 
spectrum disorder. One can certainly hope 
that exposure on this scale can only help in 
the growing need for research and treatment.  

Oddly enough, thanks to reality TV shows like 
“Super Nanny,” child rearing practices such as 
establishing routines, setting limits, and using 
clear and concise communication, are now 

no longer methods associated primarily 
with parenting the child with special 
needs. For those of us who employ 

these practices day in and day out with 
children with ASD, it is not surprising to 
see “typically developing children” thrive 
under the conditions set forth by Super 
Nanny.  We are also once again reminded 
that so many of the behaviors exhibited by 

children with ASD are, much like their typical 
peers, merely symptoms (albeit more 
extreme) of the underlying challenge of trying 
to cope with a chaotic and frustrating world.

In this summer issue, we address some of the 
challenges that families face providing learning 
opportunities for their children outside the 
instructional setting.  What extracurricular 
activities are available to children with special 
needs? (see p.7) What skills are addressed in 
inclusive community-based programs? (see 
p.4) Can a computer program help children 
with ASD develop learning skills? (see p.11) 
Finally, if additional support is needed, what 
qualities should one look for in a nanny or 
mother’s helper? (see p.5).

While it can indeed be a part time career 
fi lling your child’s summer schedule with fun 
and educational activities, it can also be an 
opportunity to discover new interests and 
hidden talents in your child.  We wish you a 
fruitful and relaxing summer, whatever 
your plans. –Hilary Baldi
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o u r  m i s s i o n . . .

To provide treatment and remediation 

to young children diagnosed with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders; to provide 

training to those who would offer such 

treatment; to provide trained personnel 

for the families of children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders; and to offer these 

services to low-income or economically 

disadvantaged families.

2354 Powell St., Ste. B
Emeryville, CA 94608
www.bia4autism.org

510-652-7445

Celebrating Over a Decade of Service!

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Autism is a brain disorder that affects a person’s ability to 
communicate, to reason, and to interact with others. It is a 

spectrum disorder that affects individuals differently and to 
varying degrees of severity, and can be found in combination 
with other disabilities.

The term “autism” and “autism spectrum disorder” are often 
used interchangeably and refer to three of fi ve disorders known 
as Pervasive Developmental Disorders (PDD). The three “autism 
spectrum disorders” are:  Autistic Disorder, Asperger’s Disorder, 
and PDD-NOS (Not Otherwise Specifi ed).

Common symptoms of autism include:
• Severely delayed communication skills (lack of use of 

gestures, delay or lack of spoken language)
• Restricted play skills (repetitive use of objects, lack of 

imaginative play)
• Impairment in social interaction (minimal interest in 

peers, lack of sharing items/experiences with caregivers)

Source: Autism Society of America

SOME FACTS ABOUT AUTISM
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Intensive Early Intervention
BIA provides intensive early intervention services to 
families in the Bay Area. These are  home  and school-
based 1:1 programs with 15-30 hours per week of direct 
services per child.

Consult Services
BIA also provides families  in the greater Bay Area and 
Fresno with consultation services which consist of ongoing 
program design, development, and recommendations. 
Consultation may also include training of school staff or 
staff hired by families. Consultation services are offered to 
children/families who have completed their intensive 
program with BIA but need a limited amount (2-10 hours 
per month) of on-going input, to elementary-aged children, 
or for families outside our typical service area. BIA 
collaborates with many  school districts to evaluate existing 
services and assess students enrolled in district and private 
programs.

Community Outreach
BIA participates in Bay Area autism resource fairs and 
provides speakers to the community on a variety of topics.  

Workshops
BIA provides workshops on a variety of topics pertaining 
to working with children with ASD. Please call 510-652-
7445 ext. 11 if you have a group of six or more people  
and are interested in receiving a list of our current 
workshop topics.

Program Funding & Eligibility
BIA is a program vendor in the state regional center 
system. For services for children 0-3 call your local regional 
center.  BIA is also a certified Non-Public Agency (NPA) 
with the California Department of Education and is able  
to contract with school districts directly for services to 
children over 3 years old. 

Lending Library
Provides program play materials as well as reference 
materials for  parents and staff.  Donations of books or 
videos on autism, teaching strategies, etc. are always 
welcome. Our Toys Lending Library space is limited so 
please contact our office about toy donations and we will 
be happy to see if we can put them to good use!

OU R PH I L O S O P H Y

BIA strives to enhance each child’s ability to reach his/her maximum potential by:

• Creating a developmentally appropriate and comprehensive curriculum

• Capitalizing on a child’s strengths and interests

• Providing an intensive number of learning opportunities

• Generalizing skills across settings (peers, school, community)

• Educating families

• Assisting and supporting children in mainstream settings

BIA blends together skill-based teaching approaches including:

•  ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis): positive behavioral support strategies, pivotal 
response teaching, discrete trial instruction, cognitive behavior modification

•  Visual teaching strategies: PECS (Picture Exchange Communication Systems), visual 
schedules/visual tasks as found in TEACCH (Treatment and Education of Autistic and 
Related Communication Handicapped Children),

BIA seeks to create a unique relationship with each student built on trust, reciprocity, 
and shared enjoyment of relating.

ME E T I N G OU R MI S S I O N
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CO M M U N I T Y FU N F O R EV E R Y O N E
Inclusion in Community Recreation

by La Donna Ford, parent

When my young son Conner began his 
intervention program with BIA, his Program 

Director immediately wanted me to sign him up 
for gymnastics. My son, who couldn’t talk or play 
or sit still, enrolled in a community recreation 
program with typical kids? I told her she was insane.  
She explained that Conner would be in school all 
morning, and receiving his 1:1 home program in 
the afternoon and that was a lot for a young child. 
She also explained that fun in a community 
gymnastics class could also be instructional, and 
since his life is going to be spent with neuro-typical 
people in school and in the community, they might 
as well get used to learning from each other.

After I allowed Conner’s Program Director to 
talk me into enrolling my son in gymnastics, I began 
to absorb what she had said.  The kids in the 
community programs are my son’s peers and the 
future community leaders. It occurred to me that maybe they 
could increase their own self esteem by helping him line up or go 
to the correct area. Maybe they could learn patience if it takes 
him a little longer to make his way to the parallel bars. Maybe 
their teaching skills and altruism would be awakened by showing 
him how to do a diffi cult exercise. Maybe they could also see that 
he is a child:  just like they are. Children appear to be more 
accepting of their peers with disabilities as compared to adults.  
Hopefully, Conner could show other children that he may be 
different, but different is o.k. Maybe the children could model that 
message for their parents.

As a mother, I had to consider what was in this for my child. He 
could learn new physical skills. Dappling in a variety of activities 
like this one might lead to the discovery of an interest or talent I 
might not be aware of otherwise.  He could learn social skills 
from his interactions with his peers and by observing their 
interactions with each other.  He could enhance his self esteem 
by being successful playing around these children.  He could 
actually enjoy the class and realize that being around other 
children could be fun.  He could make a friend.  This idea was 
starting to sound better and better.

Conner is now in his third year of gymnastics. My son has learned 
and improved many physical skills.  We have learned he has a 
natural gift for balance which causes envy among his peers as he 
easily runs across the balance beam. He has learned to wait his 
turn. He is now better at participating in group exercises and 
little girls fi ght over who gets to be his partner for games. He has 
even made a friend.  

When my son goes to class and participates like the other kids 
do, I like to think it breaks down barriers about what people with 
disabilities are like and what they can do. It even reminds me how 
much he can accomplish. Being included in community recreation 
has defi nitely provided my son with an opportunity to acquire a 
variety of functional recreation and social skills. And, best of all, it 
is a joy for me to watch him have fun. ò

Being included in community recreation has provided Conner with an opportunity 
to acquire a variety of functional recreation and social skills.

HI R I N G A NA N N Y
…For Your Child with Autism Spectrum Disorder

By: Kirsten Jensen, Owner/Operator of “A Special Nanny”

Any talented nanny will tell you that it is his or her job to be an integral 
 part of their charge’s development.  When working with a child who has 

ASD, this includes the ability to help the child generalize emerging skills across 
settings. For most children with ASD, even their “down-time” must be loosely 
structured. It is important for parents of children with ASD to hire nannies 
who understand this need, and who are able to provide this structure.  

At your initial screening of nanny candidates, it is advisable to plan at least 
one hour where you can speak with the nanny without your children present.  
During this time, look to see that the nanny has good affect, eye contact and 
a calm demeanor.  When asking questions it is best to be specifi c. For 
example, rather than asking “Are you comfortable dealing with behavioral 
issues,” ask “What would you do if a child were to have a tantrum in the 
mall?” Create a list of scenarios and ask the candidate how s/he would handle 
the situation. Ask the nannies how they deal with stress and burn-out, and 
what they do to keep themselves fresh and motivated.  Ask if they have 
friends or family in the area.  

Before hiring a nanny give your child’s service care providers an opportunity 
to observe the nanny interacting with your child and get their feed-back. This 
is best done during a “working interview.”  It is advisable, once you have hired 
a nanny, that they continue to liaise with your child’s service care providers, to 
ensure that everyone is on the same page and that your child has consistency 
throughout his/her day.  It is also advisable to keep a communication book in 
a common area where you can write daily notes to one another.  Schedule 
time each week to chat about how things are going – both with your child as 
well as with your child’s nanny.  Being a nanny is often a very solitary and 
unsupervised position; the importance of communication and “checking-in,” 
cannot be overemphasized.  A happy nanny is a good nanny!

For more information 
about hiring a nanny 
for children with 
ASD contact 
A Special Nanny 
at (408) 379-8987 
or visit www.
specialnanny.com

Let’s go Shopping at Walgreens!

by Michael Pointer Mace

Miracle Bubbles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.99
Once you try Miracle Bubbles™ you’ll never 
go back!

FANtasy Lites Minifan . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99
Advertises as:  Your personal light show fan. 

PopRocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.99
Just as fun as you remember.  
Try Raspberry!

Mini M&M’s . . . . . . . . . . . $0.89
Small edible Rx

Stick’em Ball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.99
A sphere with suction cups. Throw it at a 
smooth surface or stick to forehead.

Husky Hitter: ball and bat . . . . . . . . . . $2.99
Husky bat is good for pre-school hands.

Self-infl ating Whoopee Cushion . . . . . $4.29
Check out new whoopee cushion technology!

Photo Snow Globe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.99
Put in a photo of that new expressive label 
target inside!

Play Money  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.29
Looks real and comes with gold money clip!

Water Rocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.99
Flies over 50 feet in the air!

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $23.40

Feel like splurging? Go for :

Big Mouth Singing Bass  . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.99
Moves and sings “I Will Survive”
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Ten Incentives 
 for less than $25



SERVICES

Assisting BIA in search for a new site: 
Fred Baldi,  John Haselbauer

Updating BIA’s computer technology: 
Ric Gagliardi 

Video editing and training:   
Doug Frey

Graphic Design:   
Nancy Spellman

Coordinating staff appreciation gifts: 
Fran Tannenbaum Kaye

Volunteering to update BIA’s website:  
Melissa Watson

MATERIAL DONATIONS

The Zieba Family 
The Shumway Family 
Ric Gagliardi 
The Kaye Family 
The Fingerut Family

IN GR A T I T U D E…

BUILDING BLOCKS ($20–$99)

Stacey Ashlund & David Creemer 
Dottie Thompson Florentino 
Michael & Andrea Garmon 
Dr. Ronald and Tobye Kaye 
Roger & Sally Kirk 
George & Sally Larson 
Wendie, Bob & Eliot Lash 
Nancy & George Manfredi  
Leo & Lynda McCarthy 
Shelley Rintala 
Adrienne Romanski 
James and Roberta Sembower, Jr.  
Terri Witriol & Ralph Sklar 
James M. Thompson 
Andrea Travisano 
Lisa Waters 
Jeff Zieba and Bronwen Morgan

FOUNDATION GRANTS

Dyer Family Foundation 
Community Foundation Silicon Valley 
Enoch-Gelbard Foundation

TEAM MATES ($1000 AND ABOVE)

Anonymous 
Joseph & Sandy Dalli 
Bernard Slosberg 
Joan Stubblefield 
Peggy Wilson

CLIMBERS ($500–$999)

Jonathan Eager/Nancy Khler 
Lisa Shumway

EXPLORERS ($250–$499)

Heather Arnold 
Chris and Michelle Le 
Bruce Littell 
Shoresh Foundation

FIRST STEPS ($100–$249)

Roger Mendelson 
Carmel & Richard Romanski 
Michelle Waterman,  
    Autism Education Network

SUPPORT BIA THROUGH ESCRIP!
Escrip is a simple and effective way that you can help raise money to support BIA.

REGISTER: Simply visit www.escrip.com and register one or all of your debit or  
credit cards for use in the program. It will cost you nothing to do this (except a 
moment of your time).

SHOP: Participating stores (such as Whole Foods, Andronico’s, and many others)  
will automatically make contributions to BIA based on a percentage of the  
purchases made by you using the cards you have registered.

See how much your purchases are earning for BIA by viewing your account online. 

All of us at BIA are ver y grateful to the many individuals and organizations  
who contributed their time and/or money to help us achieve our mission. 

Individual Contributors*Donations

Compiled by Andrea Nguyen

Head Over Heels – Gymnastics
1250 45th St. # E, Emeryville, CA
510- 655-1265

  

Oakland Ice Center – Ice skating
Fridays 4-5pm $6/family
519 18th St., Oakland, CA  
510) 268-9000

Berkeley Bears Swimming at West 
Campus Pool in Berkeley
An Integrated Swim Program that  
works to slowly incorporate kids into  
the Cubs Swim Team
Contact Andrea Nguyen at  
510-334-0339

Oakland Karate and Kickboxing – Karate
Contact: GJ
3242 Grand Ave., Oakland, CA
510-444-7616

Special Needs Aquatic Program (SNAP)
Contact: Dori Maxon at 510-527-0996

Piedmont Recreation Center 
358 Hillside Ave. Piedmont 
510-420-3072

Kaleidoscope – Kids drama group
Berkeley
http://www.juliamorgan.org/kal/kal.shtml
510-845-8542 x 301

Super Kids After School Playgroup – 
Havens Elementary
Every Tuesday from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Open to the community
Contact Andrea Nguyen at 510-334-0339

Playdate Outing  Recommendations  
for Bay Area
1. The Jungle – Concord
2. Albany Bowl - Albany
3. Habitot Museum - Berkeley
4. Fairyland - Oakland
5.  Children’s Discovery Museum – S.J.
6. Exploratorium – San Francisco
7. Zeum – San Francisco
8.  Transportation Field Trips – BART, 

MUNI, BUS, TRAIN, etc.
9. Swimming
10. Marine World – Vallejo
11. Concord Waterworld – Concord
12. Movies
13. Oakland Zoo
14. Oakland Ice Center 
15. Alameda Beach
16. Miniature Golfing
17. Rollerskating
18.  Lindsay Wildlife Museum
19.  Bay Area Discovery Museum

AF T E R SC H O O L AC T I V I T I E S  F O R KI D S
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*This list acknowledges contributions received after January 15th, 2005.

Thanks to a generous grant from the  
Enoch-Gelbard Foundation, BIA will release  
an Embracing Play follow up video focusing 
on developing peer play. The video is  
currently under production and will be 
released in video and DVD formats.



by Clarissa Kripke, MD

When our son was 18 months old, acquaintances would 
marvel at his skill at naming numbers and letters. More 

than one person quipped, “Raising a genius is difficult!”  We knew 
he was an odd child, but our mutual affection blinded us to the 
fact that we were the only ones who could engage him. 

At age 2 1/2, my daycare provider urged me to get him a 
developmental evaluation. Initially I resisted. However, by the time 
I had slept on it, I knew she was right. He had a huge vocabulary 
of nouns and talked to himself in memorized sentences. However, 
he didn’t use words to communicate. He had many odd rituals. 
Also, it was becoming more noticeable that his social, self-help 
and motor skills were lagging. 

Although I am a doctor, I am embarrassed to say it was my 
partner who first considered autism. In medical school, I don’t 
recall learning anything about pervasive developmental disorders. 
Once I acknowledged that my partner’s diagnosis was right, I was 
confident I could redeem myself by learning everything there is 
to know about autism. 

Like many parents, my search for answers began with the 
Internet. I was gratified to find a wealth of information, but 
discouraged that my cocky attitude would have to be adjusted. 
There isn’t anything intuitive about autism. It isn’t like any  
other developmental disorder.  There isn’t consensus on best 
treatments.  There are hundreds of anecdotes, but little research.  
What is worse, the professional literature is riddled with 
patronizing and negative language.  When I describe my son I  
use words like, “precocious,” “studious,” and “observant.” I would 
never think to use words like “deficient,” “lack,” and “restricted.”  
The early pioneers of Applied Behavior Analysis use some of the 
language that I find so disturbing, and was a barrier for me to 
seriously consider it.

By the time my son received his formal diagnosis, I knew one thing 
for sure: our son would not be subjected to an ABA program. 
Based on my superficial understanding of ABA, I concluded that it 
was cruel. I know our son is capable of much more than doing 
tricks for treats. Also, like most parents, I care deeply about how 
my son feels. I don’t want to force him to conform to social 
norms if it means he won’t be happy. I want to appreciate him  
for who he is, and help him express his unique perspective. 

When our son’s doctor recommended ABA she explained that it 
can be used to teach learning readiness skills such as attention, 

compliance, imitation, and functional speech. It can be fun and 
respectful of individuals. ABA can be used to give autistic kids a 
foundation upon which they can build. Based on her 
recommendation, I had to reconsider. Although our son is able to 
teach himself an impressive amount, he doesn’t learn things he 
isn’t interested in learning. That would be acceptable if the things 
that bore him weren’t critical skills like communication and potty 
training. Even his expert evaluators couldn’t get him to do 
anything he didn’t feel like doing.  We had already dedicated 
ourselves to providing him a rich environment and encouraging 
him to expand on his own play.  We are able to teach him some 
skills with encouragement alone, but it is very inefficient.  We 
can’t teach him to string a bead if he won’t look at his hands.  We 
can’t teach him to put on a shirt if he won’t hold onto it. It is 
hard to teach speech if he won’t pay attention and imitate.  We 
needed to do something different, or the gap between his 
function and ability would continue to grow. Behavior and 
communication issues which are minor now, will become 
dangerous when others become less tolerant, and we can no 
longer control him physically.

By the time we decided to give ABA a try, we were feeling 
discouraged.  We tried getting him to stack blocks for raisins.   
We got nowhere, and we didn’t have much hope that strangers 
would do better. After all, by this time we had seen six expert 
evaluators and four speech therapists work with our son. The 
best any of them were able to do is to get him to demonstrate 
skills he already has. None were able to teach him anything new. 

CH O O S I N G ABA: A PA R E N T’ S  ST O R Y When the ABA approach was introduced with Rami for the 
first time, something magical happened.  Within an hour of 
entering our door, the BIA team had our son doing activities 
he had never done before. He was working on their agenda 
and giggling as he did it. My despair turned to relief.  Within 
two months our son has made remarkable progress.  When 
asked to do something that he finds hard or dull, he still 
sometimes fusses. However, we have learned new strategies 
for making learning fun, and ways to give our son the skills to 
protest when he is frustrated. Overall, he is a happier child. He 
doesn’t always like the process of learning a new skill, but he 
definitely likes it when he has mastered one. I think his 
experience is a little like learning multiplication tables. It seems 
rote and pointless to memorize a table, but nobody regrets 
having put in the effort. My partner and I are much happier 
too since we have more activities we can share and we no 
longer have to spend as much time keeping him out of 
mischief.  We have found an invaluable tool for helping our son 
achieve his potential. 

ABA methods are powerful. It may not meet the needs of 
every child with autism. There are plenty of examples of the 
harm ABA can cause when done poorly by people who do 
not truly love the kids. However, when it is done by people 
who have the knowledge, experience, and respect, it can be 
life altering.  We now know our son will have the tools he 
needs to make his life a blessing. ò

Dyer Family Foundation 
Supporting Autism Education  
and Ser vices in Fresno

Behavioral Intervention Association (BIA) received a  
 generous grant in December 2004 from the Dyer Family 

Foundation (established in the memory of Calvin and Frances 
Dyer), in support of autism education and services in the 
Fresno area. This grant is currently funding a variety of 
programs provided by BIA to the Fresno community.

In partnership with the Fresno LEADS Special Needs 
Inclusion Project, BIA has presented 2 workshops educating 
Fresno area preschool and daycare providers about the early 
warning signs of autism. Later this year, a workshop on the 
early diagnosis and treatment of autism will be presented to 
Fresno area Pediatricians and nurses. Free workshops for the 
families of children with autism are also planned for the 
summer and fall of 2005. 

In addition, the grant will fund the “Give Me A Voice” project 
targeting school-aged children with autism. The goal of this 
project is to provide a one time 6-hour consult program that 
will address communication strategies in the home, and give 
families the necessary tools and skills to implement these 
programs themselves. 

We offer our sincere appreciation to the Dyer Family 
Foundation for responding to the needs of the Fresno 
community.  For more information on programs and services 
offered by BIA in the Fresno area, please call 510-652-7445. ò

Site Search
BIA continues the search to find a suitable location for  
“The Village” which will house an intervention clinic, our 
administrative office, and eventually, a full inclusion preschool. 
If you know of any locations to lease that meet the following 
space requirements, please give us a call!

Preferred location: Emeryville, Oakland, Berkeley, SF 
2,500 sq. ft. – 3,500 sq. ft. customizable indoor space 
1,050 sq. ft. outdoor space
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 S P O T L I G H T

DT Trainer
Educational Software for Children with Autism 

by Carolyn Klebanoff, M.D., BIA Board Member, and Parent

Truly great educational software for autistic children is hard to 
find, but DT Trainer (discreet trial trainer) by Accelerations 

Educational Software (AES) fits that bill. The program is 
completely customizable, teaches matching, categorization, letter 
and number recognition, number concepts, time, money, reading, 
and more.  The tasks are taught using position and size 
prompting. Once mastered, the prompts are faded and only 
brought back if the child’s responses are repeatedly incorrect. 

 After you have chosen which tasks you want your child to work 
on, and at what level, you can also choose amongst innumerable 
reinforcer “games” that can be given after a customizable number 
of correct responses. Even most games also advance skills such 
as hand-eye coordination, cause and effect, and so on. There is a 
report option you can use to print weekly data reports for each 
of the tasks. 

There are many choices to make during the initial set-up, which 
can be time consuming, but AES has just updated the software  
to include an easy start option. Also included with the software 
is one year of free updates, and an incredible support staff.  
When I was initially setting up the program for my daughter,  
I had a question. It was a Friday evening and when I called,  
the Accelerated Educational Software support person on the 
phone referred me directly to the owner of the company (and 
developer of the software). My question was answered and he 
gave me his cell phone number to use if I had further questions. 

One down side is that DT Trainer is only PC compatible at this 
time.  We are a Mac family, so I had to get around this limitation 
by purchasing a program called Virtual PC which allows a user  
to operate PC software on a Mac computer. Virtual PC is an 
expensive program, but I feel it was well worth the investment 
to be able to run DT Trainer.

For more information about this valuable program, or if you 
would like to download the program for a free 30-day trial, go  
to www.dtTrainer.com. Conveniently, whatever initial set-up  
you do is saved if you buy the program at the end of the 30-day 
trial period. All this great software is remarkably priced. ò 

BIA RE F E R E N C E DE S KCO M M U N I T Y RE S O U R C E S
Local Regional Centers – Provide 
services, support, programs and funding.

Regional Center of the East Bay:
7677 Oakport, Oakland, CA   
510-383-1812 
2151 Salvio St., Ste. 365, Concord, CA  
925-691-2300

Golden Gate Regional Center: 
120 Howard Street, 3rd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105   
415-546-9222 

3130 La Selva, Ste. 202  
San Mateo, CA 94403  
650-932-7777

5725 Paradise Dr., Bldg. A, Ste. 100 
Corte Madera, CA 94925  
415-945-1600

Central Valley Regional Center
4615 N. Marty, Fresno, CA 93722  
559-276-4360

Local School District - Provides  
services, programs and funding.
Contact your local school district’s  
Special Education Department.

Community Alliance For Special 
Education (CASE) - Provides legal  
counsel support.
1500 Howard St. 
San Francisco, CA 94103  
415-431-2285

Disability Rights Education and Defense 
Fund (DREDF) – Public policy law center.
2212 6th St. Berkeley, CA 94710 
510-644-2555

Protection and Advocacy - Provides  
legal counsel support.
433 Hegenberger Rd., Ste. 220 
Oakland, CA 94621   
510-839-0811

Support For Families Of Children With 
Disabilities - A family resource center
2601 Mission Street, #606 
San Francisco, CA 94110    
415-282-7494  
www.supportforfamilies.org

Open Gate - Resource and lending  
library of support for families.
2601 Mission Street, #300 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-469-4518

Through The Looking Glass - Assistance 
with parenting, training and counseling.
2198 6th St., Berkeley, CA    
510-848-1112

San Francisco Bay Area Autism Society –
Information and referrals.
1360 6th Ave., Belmont, CA 94002   
650-637-7772

Parents Helping Parents – Family  
resource center.
3041 Olcott St., Santa Clara, CA 95054 
408-727-5775,  www.php.com

California Chapter of the National 
Autism Association – Parent resource 
group. 510-237-9454 
www.nationalautismassociation.org

BANANAS - Child care resource center.
5232 Claremont Ave., Oakland, CA 94618  
510-658-7353

Special Needs Trusts Workshops
Support for Families – lists regular 
seminars on this topic in their monthly 
newsletter (www.supportforfamilies.org). 

Please notify us with updated information.

Congratulations Zoe!
A big congratulations goes to former BIA student, Zoe Kaw. Zoe is a 5th 
grader in a San Mateo public school class. Zoe was the only student out of 
four elementary school 5th grade classes to pass an advanced math test 
making her eligible to skip two grades of math. She will be taking an 8th 
grade math class next year! Zoe also received a straight ‘A’ report card at 
the end of this school year.  Way to go Zoe!
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Parents:  We would love to hear about the achievements of our current and former 
BIA kids. Please share news and photos with us so we can spotlight them here.

on kids!


