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o u r  m i s s i o n . . .

To provide treatment and remediation 

to young children diagnosed with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders; to provide 

training to those who would offer such 

treatment; to provide trained personnel 

for the families of children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders; and to offer these 

services to low-income or economically 

disadvantaged families.

by Hilary Baldi

As predicted, 2007 is 
quickly evolving into 

a year of expansion, both 
in locations and services, 
for BIA. Not only will our 
preschool, The Village, 
expand into two classrooms 
but a student library and 
after school program for 
elementary age students 
will open this spring on 
our Fresno campus (see 
page 6). In addition, our 
Oakland site is readying itself for 
construction of an outdoor space for 
a community-based program offering 
elementary aged students with ASD a place 
to discover and develop interests, hobbies 
and, of course, relationships.

New to BIA this year is our latest video 
Passport to Friendship, Facilitating Peer Play 
for Children with ASD. This DVD profi les 
several families as they embark on the often 
precarious voyage of peer play (page 8). 
The skills involved in play with peers are 
carefully broken down and addressed 
through an array of environmental strategies. 
In the San Francisco Bay Area, Fresno 
counties and across the country, BIA 
continues to offer both individualized 
consultation as well as workshops outlining 
the key components to bringing your child’s 

play to peer settings. For a truly unique 
perspective on playdates, be sure to read 
this issue’s “Spotlight” section (page 5) 
written for us by a former BIA client! 

This year also marks the opening of BIA’s 
doors on the east coast. This month we 
send off Allyson Haselbauer (formally Allyson 
Hurley) to start up a branch of BIA in the 
New York area.  Allyson joined BIA in 1997, 
left us briefl y to complete a Masters and 
Credential program in Special Education at 
Columbia Teacher’s College and subsequently 
returned in 2000 to our Bay Area branch to 
continue to serve both our early intervention 
clients and numerous elementary age 
students. Allyson’s dedication to children 
with ASD is remarkable and unrelenting. 
A true east coaster at heart, she has 

–continued on page 9
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Allyson Haselbauer, MA

BIA strives to enhance each child’s ability to reach his/her maximum 
potential by:

•  Creating a developmentally appropriate and comprehensive 
curriculum

• Capitalizing on a child’s strengths and interests

• Providing an intensive number of learning opportunities

• Generalizing skills across settings (peers, school, community)

• Educating families

• Assisting and supporting children in mainstream settings

BIA blends together skill-based teaching approaches including:

•  ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis): positive behavioral support 
strategies, pivotal response teaching, discrete trial instruction, 
cognitive behavior modifi cation

•  Visual teaching strategies: PECS (Picture Exchange Communication 
Systems), visual schedules/visual tasks as found in TEACCH 
(Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication 
Handicapped Children),

BIA seeks to create a unique relationship with each student built on 
trust, reciprocity, and shared enjoyment of relating.
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Intensive Early Intervention

BIA provides intensive early intervention services to families 
in the Bay Area and Fresno. These are home and school-
based 1:1 programs with 15-30 hours per week of direct 
services to each child.

Consult Services

BIA provides consultation services in the Bay Area, Fresno 
and New York which consist of ongoing program design, 
development, and recommendations. BIA collaborates with 
many school districts to evaluate existing services and assess 
students enrolled in district programs

The Village Inclusive Preschool Program (Fresno)

An inclusive preschool and educational center fostering 
learning styles of all children. 

Workshops

BIA provides workshops on: Early Warning Signs of Autism 
(available in Spanish), Play with Peers, Supporting Students 
with ASD in Group Settings. Please email or call for more 
information. Workshops are available throughout the U.S.

Community Outreach

BIA participates in autism resource fairs and provides speakers 
in the community on a variety of topics. 

Individual Program Funding

BIA is vendorized with both the state regional center system 
and the public school system.

Lending Library

Provides program play materials as well as reference materials 
for parents and staff. Donations of books or videos on autism, 
teaching strategies, etc. are always welcome. Our Toys Lending 
Library space is limited so please contact our offi ce about 
toy donations and we will be happy to see if we can put it 
to good use!

Meeting Our Mission
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• Landscaping Needs –please 
contact BIA Oakland offi ce 

• Sandbox with cover 

• Little Tykes Play Center 
(commercial grade)

• Large Fire Truck 
with Springs

• Curved Balance Beam

• Funhoop

BIA’s Wishlist
Can you help us make our wishlist shorter? If you can provide any of the items below, please 
contact the BIA–Bay Area offi ce at 510-652-7445 x10.  For The Village Preschool/BIA-Fresno, 
please contact 559-449-1059.  Gently used items are more than welcome!

For BIA-Bay Area For The Village Preschool/BIA-Fresno*:

* all available at www.childforms.com
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MATERIAL DONATIONS

Bernice Detmers 
The Fingerut Family
Fran Tannenbaum Kaye
The Lowe family
West Coast Sporting Goods
Whole Foods Market – Fresno
The Zieba Family

In Gratitude…

TEAM MATES ($1000 AND ABOVE)

Oakland A’s Community Fund
Wal-Mart #2001
Janette/David Ayroso
Karen/Jerry Borden
Mary Beth Gray/Marshall Spight
Carolyn Klebanoff/Fred Cohen 
Lynne Royer/Bruce Saldinger
Thomas/Dianne Sutter
Melanie/Jahan Yadegar

CLIMBERS ($500–$999)

Cali Sutter Bottom

EXPLORERS ($250–$499)

Heather Arnold
Charles/Kristin Chen
Mario Cromaz/Hong Chen
Dwight/Jane Foster
Fran Tannenbaum Kaye/Brian Kaye
Hong-Erh Liang/Li-Yun Hsu
Bruce Littell
William/Xenia Royer

FIRST STEPS ($100–$249)

Claire/James Davis
Gail Ludwig/Clarissa Kripke
Shang Luo Lau/Jie Chen
Jeff Zieba/Bronwen Morgan

BUILDING BLOCKS ($20–$99)

Barbara Chotiner
Marlene/Larry Fingerut 
Lori Hagerty
Dorothy/Steven Leong

All of us at BIA are ver y grateful to the many individuals and organizations 
who contributed their time and/or money to help us achieve our mission.* 

Annual Fund 
Donors

Donations

* Donors after our print date will be 
 acknowledged in the next issue.
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IN MEMORY OF… 
HY KARSH

Susan Andrade
Sandra Biroc/Dan Unger
Gail Bongiovanni/Everett Nissly
David/Sheila Brown
Barbara Chotiner
Robert Edwards
Marlene/Larry Fingerut
Roslyn/Harvey Firestone
Gerald/Miriam Friedkin
Malcolm/Beverly Garfi nkle
Rochelle/Gary Glassel
Libby Hertz
Jeffrey/Carrie Holtzman
Joanne/Jeff Jagoda
Janet /George King
Alex Marcus
Robert/Andrea Karsh
Adrienne/Donald Mannis
Gordon/Jamie Miller
Cathy Kobel/Barbara Reikes
Marilyn/Barry Rothman
Carol Shoup
Mary Triest/Charles Ross
Stephen/Barbara Whitgob

In Memory / Honor Of
IN HONOR OF… 
JANE COHEN’S BAT MITZVAH

Alexandra Bowes / 
     Stephen Williamson
Brook/Shawn Byers
Margaret Ann/Charles Charnas
Bruce Cohen/Gale Mondry
Claire/James Davis
Laura/John Fisher
Katherine Kendrick
Margaret/Richard Kronenberg
Michael Lazarus/Laura Kline
Andrew Leavitt
Marlene Litvak/Bruce Fisher
Samantha/Gary Lucas
Maria Makela/Neal Benezra
John/Lisa Pritzker
Granger Tripp 

Grants
The Hut Foundation
The Spight Family Foundation
Dr. Stanley & Mabel Criss 
     Memorial Foundation

SERVICES

Ric Gagliardi
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 S P O T L I G H T
on kids!

As in our previous newsletters, BIA proudly shares with our readers 
an exceptional accomplishment by one of our BIA alum. For the fi rst 
time however, we hear from the student himself about his successes 
and to what he attributes them. – Hilary Baldi

By Fred Bottom, former BIA client

Fourteen years ago I was an uncontrollable preschooler with 
ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder). Often I felt misunder-

stood by my parents, peers, teachers, and the countless adults 
who made valiant efforts to refi ne me. My insight at various 
times in my life is what I wish to share.

As a three-year-old, I would tear about the house, making every 
endeavor to avoid that dreaded place called preschool. When 
my parents managed to tie me down in the car seat, and we 
began the ride to preschool, my mind was occupied with how I 
would isolate myself from the other preschoolers. I had only one 
thing on my mind:  “I hope they show that movie ‘Land Before 
Time’ otherwise I will be hopelessly bored.”

My boredom was a reaction to the reality that I was unable to 
make the friends I so desperately wanted and needed. I actually 
thought that others were like me, but with different faces and 
hobbies. Thus I would fi t in quite nicely, right? Wrong. Now I know 
I lacked the knowledge and skills necessary to communicate. 
That is why I would seem oblivious to the presence of other 
children in large groups. I was aware of their presence, but I 
prioritized differently. It was then that I put my immediate needs 
fi rst, especially the need to be alone. 

At preschool there were various “stations.” Here, attendees 
were expected to learn and have fun on their own without 
much real organization. For my classmates this was an enjoyable 
time of make-believe and social gathering. For me, it looked like 
chaotic underage anarchy. When presented with several 
“stations” or playthings, I was at a loss as to what I was supposed 
to do with them. As a result, I wandered listlessly, unable to 
engage myself in actual play.

Thankfully, organized play dates were invented. Structured 
activities were scheduled with a much smaller group (1-2 people 
instead of 20) and closely supervised by an adult. This allowed 
me to learn appropriate communication with children and adults 
alike, as well as how to play without being literally talked through 
it. I truly looked forward to my play dates, especially those with 
Henderson and the great Jennifer.

In 4th grade, I experienced a traditional school setting. In school, 
I was surrounded by 24 10-year-olds. I expected that I would have 
to start all over, approaching different kids in an attempt to make 
friends. The opposite occurred, with fellow 4th graders swamping 
me when I fi rst arrived. I had no choice but to act and react on a 
spur-of-the-moment basis, causing great frustration in both my 
classmates and myself. For me the attention was too much. 
Thankfully I was home schooled after that. At home, the pace at 
which I assimilated different social skills and competence was 
adapted to my individual needs. I was given more time to 
prepare for outside interactions. 

As a 17 year-old today, my people skills have improved and I am 
comfortable in larger groups. These skills were put to the test 
last summer when my family and I went to our grandparents’ 
home in South Lake Tahoe with several teenage friends. 

My older brother, Stuart, is a superb sailor. One night he took 
a number of our friends for a late night cruise on the lake. 
A few others and I stayed back to catch some shut eye. Little 
did I know how badly I needed those extra hours of sleep. 

Before they left, they turned on a number of porch lights to 
serve as a beacon. This infuriated the next-door neighbor 
(who will remain nameless), whose bedroom window faced the 
beacon. Rather than drawing his blinds, he hauled himself out of 

— continued on page 10

Fred (right) and teammate 
at national speech 
competition 2006 
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Preschool

It has been just over 2 months since the opening of the Village 
Pre-school. We have a total of 14 children enrolled and 
attending.  Each of the children brings something different, as 
far as their interests and strengths, whether it’s our resident 
“air guitarist” playing “Stairway to Heaven” or our self proclaimed 
social director rounding up the troops for a game of “Grandpa 
Wolf.” Each child is so dynamic that every day brings amazement 
at their growth, progress and utter amusement with their sense 
of humor.  Earlier this week we had a seven year old boy who 
receives services with BIA join us at circle time. He asked very 
poignantly, “Why are we here and why are we sitting like this?” 
We all took turns answering his question. Chase replied with 
a one word answer “sing.” Bria answered in her demure voice 
“play with friends.” Raymond stated, “I play with cars.” Ronald 
said with a puzzled look, “Where else would I go?” And Sydney 
said in a matter-of-fact voice, “I’m just here for the LOVIN.” It’s 
experiences like this that make us cherish the impressions they 
make on our heart and excited to see the impressions they will 
make in society.   –Michelle Maher, Village Head Teacher

Intervention Services

2007 is stacking up to be a very busy year for BIA Fresno and 
The Village. In the New Year we will see the creation of our 
second classroom.  The new classroom will be a place for 
creativity and dramatic exploration. We are hoping to create 

A PRESCHOOL AND 
EDUCATION CENTERAA

News from…
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larger coactive areas so our students have space to expand their 
social and communicative experiences. 

In addition, BIA and The Village pre-school received another 
generous grant from the Dyer Family Foundation for the 
development of a library on our campus.  We expect 
construction to start by late January.  We will remodel and utilize 
space on the Village campus to hold the hundreds of books, 
which have been kindly donated by Mrs. Doreen Zaki.  Included 
in the library will be a small puppet theatre to explore play and 
role playing with students visiting the library.  

In addition to the opening of the Village pre-school, our Fresno 
campus serves as an environment for many of our early 
intervention clients to receive a portion of their 1:1 instruction. 
Here, they utilize materials they might otherwise not have access 
to,  generalize their skills to settings outside of their home,  and 
have opportunities for social interaction with The Village pre-
schoolers. It’s through these varied learning experiences that BIA 
is now better equipped to meet the rapidly growing need for 
services in the Central Valley and to offer  each and every child a 

comprehensive intervention program.

Lastly, by our next issue we hope to report that BIA Fresno will 
have started a much needed and often requested after school 
social program for elementary school children diagnosed with 
ASD.  The program will be called The Village Crew, modeled after 
the social program BIA provides on many school campuses.  
The Village Crew, sponsored by the Central Valley Regional 
Center, will include children ages 8-12 and will be an inclusive 

after school social group. Three 
of the participating children will 
have a diagnosis of ASD and 3 
children will be otherwise 
typically developing. Goals such 
as conversing with peers and 
participating in shared activities 
will be individualized for each 
child.  The program will run in 
8 week sessions and continue 
throughout the 2007 year. l

–  Monique Bekeschus, Director, 
BIA Fresno

For more information about 
any of our programs, contact 
The Village Preschool
(559) 449-1059 
villagepreschool1@sbcglobal.net
5140 N. Fruit Ave.
Fresno, CA 93711

Upcoming Events at The Village

2nd annual Kei Ki Luau 
on Saturday April 14th (location TBA). Funds from this 
fundraiser will go towards a scholarship program for students 
who would like to attend the Village preschool.
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By Jill Herschman, BIA Parent

When it was time for my son Jacob to begin having 
playdates, I thought that it would be no problem to fi nd 

kids to come play. I started by contacting almost all of my friends 
from mothers’ groups and playgroups, since they had kids around 
Jake’s age. They all knew Jake at least a little bit, so I started by 
explaining that he had autism. I explained what that meant, and 
why I was asking them to bring their child to play. Some of them 
were extremely receptive; they knew Jake and their children 
remembered him. Some of them were not and typically bowed 
out with, “we’re just so busy.”   

Eventually, I ran through all of my friends and needed to look 
elsewhere. During team meetings, I brainstormed with my BIA 
staff for recruiting ideas but none of the usual strategies (like 
talking to other parents in Jake’s class) that I tried were working.  
I came up with the idea of placing ads in different locations that 
would reach a large number of parents.  At least some of them 
had to be willing, right?  

With the help of my BIA staff, I drafted ads that included some 
specifi c wording about what I was looking for, while mentioning 
that my son is funny, smart and sweet, but needed help to 
practice being in social situations. I placed an ad on the Berkeley 
Parents Network website and also put up a fl yer in our local 
playground.  The BPN ad was worded to attract busy, working 
parents, with an emphasis on the fact that they didn’t have to do 
anything at all. In reality, it’s an hour of free childcare for them, 
since they can just drop their child off and then leave. Who 
wouldn’t want an hour of free childcare? The fl yer in the park, 
“Totland,” was worded differently. I fi gured that the parents who 
were there had more time, and maybe their kids could use more 
playmates. If they were 4 years old and in the park in the middle 
of the day, who knows, but maybe they were craving peer 
socialization!  This fl yer was worded like a personal ad:  “4 Year 
Old Seeks Same for Afternoon Fun and Games.” 

I heard from a lot of people, mostly from the ad in the park, and 
I ended up fi lling up every day of the week. A few people called 
or emailed with interest and then never got back to me, but for 
the most part, if they called, it meant they were ready to get 
together.  It was interesting that many of the moms who 
contacted me said that they also had boys who needed help 
with socialization. My theories about the types of people who 
would respond to each ad turned out to be correct. I have a 
busy mom who drops off her daughter and leaves, I don’t think 

she’s ever even come into the house; I have a mom with a 
younger child who drops off her son and takes her daughter to 
the park; and I have a mom with a son who craves socialization. 
Even though each kid has a very different personality, they all 
love to play with Jake. The variety has really been benefi cial for 
Jake, because it has helped him to play and communicate with 
all kinds of kids. l

Persistance Pays Off for Playdates
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BIA
Reference 
Desk

The Siege - by Clara Claiborne Park

While I can’t 
claim to 

have read every 
book written by a 
parent of a child 
with autism, 
I have read many of 
them over the past 
20 years. Without 
hesitation I can say 
that the wealth of 
information and 
insight I gained 
from Clara 
Clairborne Park’s 
book (published in 
1976, republished in 1982 with an epilogue titled 
“15 Years After”) surpasses all biographical accounts 
on the subject of raising a child with autism.  

The fi rst 8 years of Elly’s (Claiborne Park’s daughter) 
life are meticulously detailed in this eloquently written 
book. Through painstaking observation of her 
daughter’s behavior, the author always asks and 
answers the question “Why is this diffi cult for Elly?” 
The answers to these questions determine what 
and how the author will teach her daughter a new 
skill. If ever there was an account of the power of 
observation, this book is it. To this day, I still fi nd myself 
re-reading a chapter or even just a page of The Siege
to glean a little more of the wisdom shared in this 
invaluable resource. 

By Hilary Baldi

decided to re-establish roots in New York where she will 
focus her talents, as seen in our video, Passport to Friendship, 
on generating positive social experiences for individuals 
with ASD.

In closing I would like to share with our readers one parent’s 
very compelling and inspiring words regarding their daughter’s 
experiences in a community that clearly embraced her 
differences. 

Robin got a job bagging groceries, and my husband became her 
“job coach.” Saying “paper or plastic” was our goal. We started 
treating Robin like an adult, and slowly but surely she made 
progress. She has continued to improve with diet, vitamins and 
language therapy... Today she is in her own condo, is a cashier at 
the same store, drives to work in her own car and sings in her 
church choir. She comes to our house for dinner nightly, and I 
closely monitor her success... She is proud of her accomplishments 
and likes being independent in her own space. I never dared 
dream such success for her! — (Newsweek, December 11, 2006)

BIA wishes you all a year fi lled with dreams and support from 
your community to reach for those dreams. l

ESTABL ISHING OUR ROOTS

–continued from cover



bed, stormed over to our place and 
pounded on my bedroom window at 1 a.
m. My roommate woke me, after shaking 
me around, and told me the problem. I 
staggered out of bed, dragged myself 
upstairs and turned off the offending porch 
lights. The pounding stopped, and the 
neighbor stalked back home.

When daylight came, he returned, obviously 
angered that a group of sophisticated, 
upstanding teens had ruined his sleep. He 
rang the doorbell twice, before I 
unknowingly answered. The next 3 minutes 
consisted of me responding to questions 
with “sir,” under the protection of a look of 
feigned confi dence. 
I managed to end the conversation on a 
positive note: “I’ll be sure to give my friends 
a good talking-to, and see if they can get 
some night vision goggles. They shouldn’t 
leave the lights on for so long.” I closed the 
door, relieved that my body was still in one 
piece instead of six. Little did I realize I was 
being watched and listened to by 14 sets of 
eyes and ears (i.e., my friends). As soon 
as the neighbor was out of earshot, my 
colleagues came around, applauding my skill 
in the face of danger.

Thankfully, incidences such as the foregoing 
have not presented themselves very often. 
Nonetheless, I feel prepared to handle most 
any social situation. Recently I earned my 
drivers’ license, organized and led my Eagle 
Scout Project and competed in a national 
level speech competition. Presently I am 
involved in ballroom dance, and am planning 
for college. l
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Community Resources
Local Regional Centers – 
Provide services, support, programs 
and funding.

Regional Center of the East Bay:
Oakland offi ce 510-383-1812
Concord offi ce 925-691-2300
www.rceb.org

Golden Gate Regional Center: 
(San Francisco, Marin, Penninsula) 
415-546-9222
www.ggrc.org 

Central Valley Regional Center
559-276-4360
www.cvrc.org

Community Alliance For Special 
Education (CASE) - 
Provides legal counsel support.
1500 Howard St.
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415-431-2285
www.caseadvocay.org

California Chapter of the 
National Autism Association – 
Parent resource group. 510-237-9454
www.nationalautismassociation.org

Disability Rights Education 
and Defense Fund (DREDF) – 
Public policy law center
2212 6th St. Berkeley, CA 94710
510-644-2555
www.dredf.org

Exceptional Parents Unlimited 
(EPU) – Central Valley parent 
resource group 559-229-2000 
www.exceptionalparents.org

Families for Early Autism Treatment 
(FEAT) – statewide parent resource 
group.   www.feat.org

Parents Helping Parents – 
Family resource center.
3041 Olcott St. 
Santa Clara, CA 95054
408-727-5775, www.php.com

Protection and Advocacy - 
Provides legal counsel support.
433 Hegenberger Rd., Ste. 220
Oakland, CA 94621 
510-839-0811
www.pai-ca.org

Special Needs Trusts Workshops
Support for Families – lists regular 
seminars on this topic in their 
monthly newsletter (www.
supportforfamilies.org). 

Support For Families Of Children 
With Disabilities – 
A family resource center
2601 Mission Street, #606
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-282-7494 
www.supportforfamilies.org

Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) 
Southern California parent resource 
group. www.tacanow.com

Through The Looking Glass - 
Assistance with parenting, training 
and counseling.
2198 6th St., Berkeley, CA 
510-848-1112
www.lookingglass.org

Please notify us with updated information.
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SPOTLIGHT

–continued from page 5
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b a
3229 Elm St. Suite 1
Oakland, CA 94609
www.bia4autism.org

510-652-7445

Celebrating Over a Decade of Service!

Autism is a brain disorder that affects a person’s ability to 
communicate, to reason, and to interact with others. It 

is a spectrum disorder that affects individuals differently and 
to varying degrees of severity, and can be found in combination 
with other disabilities.

The term “autism” and “autism spectrum disorder” are 
often used interchangeably and refer to three of fi ve 
disorders known as Pervasive Developmental Disorders 
(PDD). The three “autism spectrum disorders” are: 
Autistic Disorder, Asperger’s Disorder, and PDD-NOS 
(Not Otherwise Specifi ed).

Common symptoms of autism include:

• Severely delayed communication skills (lack of use 
of gestures, delay or lack of spoken language)

• Restricted play skills (repetitive use of objects, lack 
of imaginative play)

• Impairment in social interaction (minimal interest in 
peers, lack of sharing items/experiences with caregivers)

Source: Autism Society of America

Some Facts About Autism
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