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Our Mission

To provide treatment and
remediation to young children
diagnosed with Autism
Spectrum Disorders; to
provide training to those who
would offer such treatment; to
provide trained personnel for
the families of children with
Autism Spectrum Disorders;
and to offer these services to
low-income or economically
disadvantaged families.
 

BIA Forges New Partnerships in 2011
By Deanne Detmers

Co-Founder & Executive Director

The  year,  2010,  passed  quickly-too  quickly!  In  2011,  BIA  is
looking forward to our new community partnerships with Head
Start Oakland and Jewish Community High School of the Bay in
San Francisco. 
 
In  January  2011,  BIA  began  a  partnership  with  Head  Start
Oakland. Head Start is a federally funded program that provides
quality early childhood programs to low income families. Their
mission is much like BIA's mission; to promote school readiness
by enhancing the social and cognitive development of children.
As with BIA, Head Start places a significant emphasis on parent
involvement.
 
BIA was asked to come on board in order to provide skilled 1:1
aides,  in  Head  Start  preschool  settings,  to  children  who
possessed extreme behavioral challenges, many of whom have
special  needs and limited communication skills. We hope that
our  expertise  will  have  a  lasting  positive  impact  on  these
deserving  children,  their  families  and  the  Head  Start
professionals with whom we come into contact.
 
In this newsletter, we share with you the personal story of how
Autism  and Early  Intervention touched the  life  of one  of our
former  staff  members,  Leah  Baugh.  We  are  also  proud  to
announce our expansion of our after-school program, Clubhouse,
to  San  Francisco  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Jewish
Community High School of The Bay who has graciously loaned
us  access  to  their  beautiful  campus  and  committed  student
volunteers.

NEWS

My First Steven
By Leah (Baugh) Duarte, former BIA Tutor

I  first  met
Steven  four
and  a  half
years  ago
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Employee Spotlight: Bay
Area!

VALARIE RANGEL
 

Valarie has been tutor with
BIA for almost 4 years. Her
dedication, creativity, talent
and experience touches
everyone she works with.  Her
quick and comforting smile
combined with her gentle yet
consistent approach keeps her
clients engaged and focused. 
She is deeply respected by her
fellow team members & the
parents she works with.  BIA
is truly thankful for the
life-changing work that Valarie
brings to each child!

Employee Spotlight:
Fresno!
AR YANG

Ar Yang has been an
employee of BIA since
November 2005. She has been
a Program Manager since
2009. Ar is known by families
& co-workers for her stealth
patience and consistent
demeanor. She is also positive
ALL THE TIME!! Ar is able to
make a significant impact on
the lives of children with

during  an
interactive
interview.  I
remember
Steven's tutor
asking  him,
"Can  you  say
hi  to  Leah?"
To  that,
Steven
screamed,
"NO LEAH!!!!"
It actually was pretty great. I spent the next two years spending
five  mornings  a  week  with  Steven at  home  and at  school.  I
remember being so amazed on the impact I had on this child as
I watched him learn and grow. In the beginning, I was yelled at
and I did have a few toys thrown at me and went home with a
few bruises. But I also went home knowing Steven learned that
Thomas is blue, the green train is Percy, and he sat on the potty
just a little longer than the day before.

The last few days I worked with Steven, I was correcting him
every time  he  said  "envelope".  He  just  couldn't  pronounce  it
correctly, and he had about five different versions of the word.
On my last day in the classroom, Steven and I were at the art
table. Steven asked me, "Can you get me an ENVELOPE please?"
with huge smile, knowing he just perfectly pronounced the word,
knowing I would be so proud of him. In that moment, I really felt
the difference I got to make in Steven's life. I thought of every
milestone I had the privilege to witness. Down to potty training,
using his  words,  eating  something new,  matching categories,
holding a pencil, looking at my eyes, making so many friends,
everything.

On October 9th, I got to marry my best friend (who spells his
name differently, but is also a Stephen). When thinking about
who to choose as a ring bearer, I couldn't think of anyone more
special  to  me  than  my  first  Steven.  And  of  course,  the  one
person to bring me to tears on my wedding day was Steven as
he surprised me with a special speech at my reception, in front
of everybody!

I should probably explain [in his speech below that] Steven went
through a phase where he would only want to be referred to as
"Shrek"  which  automatically  named  me,  being  his  girlfriend,
"Fiona":

"Dear Fiona,
As you go from Steven to Stephen today, I want to
let you know how important you have been in my
life. You have taught me many skills needed in a
strong marriage. You taught me how to talk, how
to communicate, how to express my feelings, how
to have fun. We worked on patience and making
friends. You will always be my Big Leah, my Fiona,
and most of all...my friend. I wish you happiness
today and always.
Love,
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autism & their families due to
these qualities. Thank you, Ar!

Your First Steven"

Thank you, BIA, for not only giving me a job for four years, but
for  allowing  me  to  meet  amazing  children  like  Steven  who
impacted my life just as much as I had the privilege to impact
theirs.

Clubhouse Expands...Again!
By Angelika Schilli, Clubhouse Manager

﻿During the fall Clubhouse session, we explored our five senses.

We had fun making smelly volcanoes, magic bubbles, and clean
mud; playing listening bingo; and discovering colored rice. We
went through sensory obstacle courses and engaged in guessing
games with the help of a "touch and feel box".

Mateo, Dania, & Koen filling their treasure bottles with colored rice

We never lost sight of working on and practicing our friendship
skills.  We  also  launched  a  brand  new  Clubhouse  blog  that
features  many  of  our  favorite  Clubhouse  activities  and
cooperative play ideas: http://biaclubhouse.blogspot.com/

BIA Winter 2011 Newsletter | Vol. XIV http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs067/1102513701144/archive/11040...

3 of 6 1/27/2011 11:43 AM



Reynaldo blowing bubbles

We are very fortunate to start a Clubhouse in San Francisco in
addition to our two groups in Oakland. The first San Francisco
Clubhouse will run from January 25 until March 15 at the Jewish
Community  High  School  of  the  Bay  (1835  Ellis  Street,  San
Francisco).  The Jewish Community High School of the Bay has
generously opened its doors for us. Not only are they allowing us
to  use  their  beautiful  facility  but  some  of  their  high  school
students will be working as Clubhouse volunteers. We can't wait
to get started!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Fresno's Spring ArtHop
Benefiting The Village
Preschool

This spring, BIA Fresno will be having an art show with proceeds
benefiting the Village Preschool!

In conjunction with Fresno Arts Council's ArtHop, the show will
feature  local  artist  Robert  Amador,  refreshments,  and  hors
d'oeuvres.  Please  keep checking  the  Events  website  and  this
space for more information.

BIA SUPPORTERS
ANNUAL FUND DONORS*

TEAM MATES ($1000 AND ABOVE)
Allison & Joseph Campos
Amy Kossow & Robin Ouborg
Andrew de Vries
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Carolyn Klebanoff & Fred Cohen
Herb & Geri Thomas
Juliet & Antonio Campos
Karen & Jerry Borden
Lynne Royer & Bruce Saldinger
Richard & Aida Demirjian
 
CLIMBERS ($500-$999) 
Cathy Kobel
J. William & Xenia Royer
Jane & Dwight Foster
Marlene & Larry Fingerut
Whitney Walker - The Walker Foundation
 
EXPLORERS ($250-$499) 
Alison Fingerut
Chris McAllister
Kristin & Charles Chen
Laurie & Laurent Grangien
Lawrence Busansky & Rebeca Robboy
Mike Wilson
Rochelle Shapell - Shoresh Foundation
St. John's Presbyterian Church of Berkeley
Vivian Kwok & Jesse Mainardi
 
FIRST STEPS ($100-$249)
Barbara Reikes
Caitlin Skrel
Cara & Scott Houlding
Darrell Corti
David Raskin
Fran Tannenbaum Kaye & Brian Kaye
Gerald Yanowitz
Hong Chen
Hong-Erh Liang & Lih-Yun Hsu
Jen Hannaford
Jessica & Jeff Hoogs
Joan Druckman
Jon & Jill Winston
Laurie & Mike Callaghan
Mario Cromaz
Mary Beth Gray & Marshall Spight
Nancy & George Manfredi
Noah & Hope Alper
Peter Harvey & Prudence Ashley
Ryan & Amber Dias
Susan & Ed Brown
Suzanne Royer
Tara Bruckert
Tobye & Ronald Kaye

BUILDING BLOCKS ($15-$99)
Bill & Helen Tannenbaum
Douglas & Cyndi Kaye
Jack Strelioff
Jeff & Rhonda Kaye
Joanna Cooper
Karen Halverson Cross
Leslie & Russell Margolis
Lynn Altieri
Marjorie Reid
Miriam & Gerald Friedkin
Pam Dahl
Philip Raskin
Rebecca Sherman
Seana Condit-Gordon
Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Society Alliance
Susan Fong
 
*Donors after our newsletter release date will be acknowledged in the next issue.

IN GRATITUDE

GOODS DONATIONS
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Fran Tannenbaum Kaye
 
PROGRAM MATERIALS DONATIONS
John & Christine Aguerre
Shaleena Kumar
 
IN MEMORY OF FREDERICK V. BALDI, M.D.
Darrell Corti
David Raskin
Jack Strelioff
Marjorie Reid
Mike Wilson
Pam Dahl
Rebecca Sherman
Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Society Alliance
Susan Fong
Susan & Ed Brown
 
VILLAGE PRESCHOOL SUPPORTERS
Allison & Joseph Campos
Cara & Scott Houlding
Juliet & Antonio Campos
Ryan & Amber Dias
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